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Introduction 

• Outline for the event:

• General principles of marking

• Break

• Marking exercises 

• Q & A
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Types of marks

• M (eg M1): Method marks for a correct method that could lead to a correct 
answer.

• A (eg A1): Accuracy marks are awarded for correct answers following a 
correct method. It is not always necessary to see the method to award the 
accuracy mark(s).

• B (eg B1, B2): Marks awarded independent of method, such as measuring 
the length of a line. B marks are also a type of accuracy mark so they 
cannot be awarded, for example, if the measurement is incorrect.

• Ft (eg B1ft or A1ft): Follow through marks, awarded as the correct final 
answer following a mistake in an earlier step.
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Types of marks

• SC (eg SC1, SC2): Special case marks. Awarded for some common 
misinterpretation which has some mathematical worth. SC1 means 1 mark, 
SC2 means 2 marks and so on. Students don’t get M marks on top of this.

• M dep (eg M1dep): A method mark that can only be awarded if the previous 
mark has been awarded.

• B dep (eg B1dep): A mark that can only be awarded if a previous 
independent mark has been awarded. 
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Awarding method marks (M)
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A correct method shown will always get the mark, irrespective of their answer.

For example, 
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Awarding method marks (M)
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Awarding method marks (M)



Dependent marks (M1dep)
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They must first score a previous mark before they qualify for this mark.

For example, Nov 2020, 8300/2F, Question15

Dependent marks (M1dep)
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Dependent marks (M1dep)
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B marks
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B marks are in the mark schemes for things that can be worked out without a 
method eg, measuring a line, a bearing, or stating a fact.



B marks
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Accuracy marks (A or B)
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Awarded for reaching the correct (final) answer.
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Accuracy marks (A or B)

“Their”
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An incorrect evaluation of any correct method may be used in the next step.

For example, Nov 2019 8300/2F, Question 10 
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“Their”

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.18

“Their”
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“Their”

For example, June 2022, 8300/2F, Question 11a

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.20

“Their”
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Follow through (ft)

Sometimes mark schemes will state A1ft or B1ft, which means you follow through 
incorrect work and award this mark.

For example, Nov 2018, 8300/3F, Question 14a
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Follow through (ft)
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Follow through (ft)

For example, Nov 2019, 8300/3F, Question 30
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Follow through (ft)
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Follow through (ft)

For example, Jun 2017, 8300/2F, Question 26a
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Follow through (ft)
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Follow through (ft)

If the method is shown, you can always follow through for the next step, but not 
for the final answer.
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Follow through (ft)



Special case marks (SC1, SC2 etc) 
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Only award if it says so in the scheme. You either award this/these mark(s) or
method marks, not both. 

For example, June 2022, 8300/2F, Question 11a
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Special case marks (SC1, SC2 etc) 



Misreads
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Award all method marks as usual (unless the scheme states to not allow misreads). 
They will only lose the accuracy mark(s) (A or B marks).

For example, Nov 2017, 8300/2F, Question 8

Misreads
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Misreads
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Marks implied
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“70.5 implies M2” means if you seen 70.5 then award 2 marks immediately.

For example, June 2019, 8300/2F, Question 5



Marks implied
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Marks implied

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.36



Brackets in the mark scheme
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(c = ) − 9 means they don’t actually need to say “c = -9”, -9 alone would score 
the mark.

For example, Nov 2020, 8300/2F, Question 24

Brackets in the mark scheme
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Brackets in the mark scheme

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.39

Brackets in the mark scheme
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Values in squared brackets
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[4.4, 4.6] means accept 4.4, 4.5 and 4.6 (or anything in-between).

[2, 2.75] means accept between 2, up to but not including 2.75

Values in squared brackets
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Values in squared brackets
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Simplification or conversion of a correct answer
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In probability, once a correct answer has been seen eg   ignore incorrect 

simplification. 



Simplification or conversion of a correct answer
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Choice
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Mark the one that corresponds to the answer on their answer line.



Choice

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.47

Choice
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For example, Nov 2020, 8300/2F, Question 12



Allow M1 even if not subsequently used
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Ignore the rules of choice. If you see it, anywhere, they can score those 
mark(s).

“Up to M4 may be awarded for correct work with no, or incorrect answer, 
even if this is seen amongst multiple attempts”.

Allow method mark even if not subsequently used
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Correct final answers
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Always score full marks, unless it is clear it has come from incorrect working or 
unless it is a “show that” question.

Correct final answers

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.52



Work crossed out
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If they have crossed through their entire answer, mark it.

Work crossed and replaced
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Work crossed out must be ignored and not marked. Only mark the bits not 
crossed out.



Poor handwriting/spelling
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Apply common sense – we are on the candidates’ side. Mark their intention

For example, June 2017, 8300/2F, Question 21a.

Graph questions
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Half a square leniency allowed in the vertical, horizontal or diagonal direction. 
Measure from the outside widths of their line.



Graph questions
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Graph questions
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No ruler
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Apply common sense – we are on the candidates’ side. Mark their intention.

Questions involving metric units
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If a question has “m” printed on the answer line to suggest their answer should 
be in metres. They are allowed to cross this out.



Seen
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If you see it, anywhere, then award the mark.

For example, June 2018, 8300/3F, Question 28

Seen
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Break
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Practice marking
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June 2022, 8300/2F, Question 15
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Mark Scheme
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Additional Guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3
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S4
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S5
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S6
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S7
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S8
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S9
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June 2022, 8300/1F, Question 16
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Mark scheme & additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3
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S4
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S5
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S6
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S7
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June 2022 8300/1F Question 24 & 8300/1H Question 10
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Mark scheme and additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.90



S4
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S5
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S6
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June 2022 8300/2F Question 25a & 8300/2H Question 9a
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Mark scheme & additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3
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S4
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S5
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S6
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S7
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S8
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June 2022 8300/2F Question 25b & 8300/2H Question 9b
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Mark scheme & additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3
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S4
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S5
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S6
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S7
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S8
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S9
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S10
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June 2022 8300/1F Question 25 & 8300/1H Question 11
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Mark scheme & additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3
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S4
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S5
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S6
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June 2022 8300/2F Question 27 & 8300/2H Question 11
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Mark scheme & additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3
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S4
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S5
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S6
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S7
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June 2022 8300/2F Question 28 & 8300/2H Question 5
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Additional guidance
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S1
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S2
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S3

Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.137

S4
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S5
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S6
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S7
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S8
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Any questions?
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Resources

Take advantage of our extra resources in the ‘Plan’, ‘Teach’ and ‘Assess’ 
sections of our website.
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Get in touch

Our friendly team will be happy to 
support you between 8am and 
5pm, Monday to Friday.

Tel: 0161 957 3852

Email: maths@aqa.org.uk

Twitter: @AQAMaths

aqa.org.uk

145 Copyright © 2022 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Thank you


