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The Centre Assessed Unit

Administering the CAU

Autumn 2009/ Spring 2010

GCSE Sciences
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Agenda
9.00 Arrival and coffee 1.00

9.30 Welcome 1.30

9.35 Administration of the CAU 1.35

10.45 Coffee 2.45

11.00 Exemplar material 3.00

12.30 Finish 4.30
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CAU

P3

C2B2

GCSE Science Units

External 75% Internal 25%

B1 C1 P1Core

Additional P2

Separate B3 C3

CAU

CAU CAU CAU
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Key Dates
21st February

– Entry for CAU

– Entry for certification

21st March

– Entry for June written papers

28th April

– Entry for June Objective tests

7th May

– Submission of CAU marks
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Submission for Moderation

• moderation takes place once per year

• entries for the CAU must be submitted by
February 21st each year. At that point you
must “attach” the ISA to a subject

BUT

• after the results of the January / March units
are published you have until April 21st to
change the entry at no extra cost

• marks must be submitted by May 7th
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Moderation

• all work from a centre is moderated as
one package, whether it be for
Science, Additional Science or the
Separate Sciences

• this makes internal standardisation of
vital importance
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Using an ISA for more than one subject
If a candidate is taking two subjects with a
common component, eg Science (core)
and Physics, the same ISA may be used for
both subjects if moderation is requested for
both subjects at the same time

BUT

• The candidate must be entered for SCYC
and PHYC, and the mark entered for both

• The candidate must take two different
versions of the common written component

Version 1.0 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

Carrying coursework marks forward

Coursework marks that have been moderated by

AQA the previous year can be carried forward

e.g. a candidate who has a P1 ISA moderated in
year 10, and used to certificate Science, can use
the same moderated CAU for Physics in Year 11

BUT

Whilst the mark can be carried forward, the
candidate must be entered for PHYC and the
Centre Mark Form filled in with CF
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Centre Assessed Unit

• Is a unit in its own right

• Constitutes 25% of the subject total

• Consists of 40 marks

– 6 marks for the PSA

– 34 marks for the ISA

Teachers must remember to
submit the total (PSA + ISA) CAU
mark
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Practical Skills Assessment

• Consists of 6 “Can-do” statements

• Assessed at any point during the course when a
candidate is carrying out practical work

• Centre submits a mark out of 6

• This is NOT moderated – we trust the teacher
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Implementation of Practical work (PSA)

Practical work is conducted:

• safely and in a well-organised manner

The candidate:

• uses the apparatus skilfully in a demanding context

6

Practical work is conducted:

• safely and in a reasonably organised manner

The candidate:

• uses the apparatus skilfully and without the need for
assistance

4

Practical work is conducted:

• safely, but with help to work in an organised manner

The candidate:

• uses the apparatus with assistance

2

SkillsMarks
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Advice on PSAs -1

• Don’t attempt to carry out PSA assessment at the same
time as an ISA

• Details are in the Teachers’ Guide concerning the
“demanding contexts” for the award of the higher marks

• No documented evidence will be required by AQA, but a
suggested record sheet is in the Standardising booklet.

• There is space on the Candidate Record Form to make
a comment about the PSA mark if you wish
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Advice on PSAs -2

• AQA expects that PSAs will not be very
discriminating

• BUT – we hope that they will be motivating,
especially to the lower ability candidates

• Don’t worry if most of your candidates score 5 or
6 out of 6

• PSAs will NOT be moderated
• Use the spreadsheet shown in the standardising

book to help – or develop your own.
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Investigative Skills Assignments
• Centres should have received the CD

containing the Set 4 ISAs at the start
of September

• The fifth set of ISAs will be issued:

– Teachers’ Notes and ISA titles

- April 2010

- ISAs and mark guidance

- September 2010.
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• As a result of an QCA requirement, the
ISAs from Set 4 onwards will be slightly
different.

• ISAs from Set 3 may still be completed and
submitted in the normal way

• The marks from any Set 2 ISAs that were
completed by the candidates before August
2009 may also be submitted

New Style ISAs
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New style ISAs - Section 1

Candidates will no longer be asked:

• “What were you trying to find out?”

• “What did you find out?”

They will be asked to:

• draw conclusions from their investigation

• use their data to justify their conclusions
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New style ISAs - Section 2
Candidates

• will be required to use ideas from their
own investigations to answer some of
the questions

• may be required to compare the
findings of their own investigation with
those of the investigation described in
Section 2
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Implications of new style ISAs

• The Teachers’ Notes may have to be more
prescriptive in terms of the method used for
carrying out the investigation

• As before, candidates may not count any
marks from Section 1 if they have not
participated in the practical work

• Candidates will now be disadvantaged
when answering Section 2 if they have not
carried out any practical work
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ISA Planning
• Candidates are not required to produce their own

written plan

• Teachers will provide an outline of the techniques
required

• The Teachers’ Notes offer a suggestion

• If teachers amend the suggested method, they
must give details on the ISA Explanation Sheet. If
the candidates are given a worksheet, this should
be attached to the Explanation Sheet.

• Any changes MUST still address the original title/
cover the same topic
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The Three-Stage Process
Stage 1

• Stage 1 –An open discussion session, in which the
teacher outlines the problem to be investigated

• This may involve some preliminary work

• At the end, the teacher should ensure that the candidates
have a clear outline of the method

• Candidates must then draw up a blank table for the results
on their own.
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Headings in the table

Candidates should be encouraged to write
complete headings in the table, e.g.

• Volume of water, not just ‘volume’

• Time to fall, not just ‘time’

• Length of the leaf, not just ‘length’
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The table for the results
• The table should be able to accommodate all the

measured data.

• Table with correct headings AND units for both
independent and dependent variable
= 2 marks

• Table with incomplete headings or units = 1 mark

• Table is marked 0, 1 or 2

• Once table is marked, it then does not matter if
candidate alters table.

• The results themselves are not “marked”
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Marking the table
Teachers must mark the table before the next
stage.

There are 3 reasons for this

• Prevents cheating/copying

• Any candidate unable to draw a table may be given
one (although cannot obtain marks for it)

• Teacher may want to devise a class results table,
e.g. for fieldwork
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The table for results for use in the practical

Candidates can use their own marked table

or

Teachers may give either:

• A blank table, or

• A table for results from another candidate in that
class, or

• A table for results to encompass the pooled results
of that class
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Stage 2
• Candidates carry out the practical work and fill in the

table.
• The practical may last for more than one lesson – if so,

any work must be collected in at the end of each
lesson

• Candidates unable to write down any meaningful
results for themselves may be given a table of results
from another candidate - but both candidates must
have been present for the practical.

• The teacher may pool the results of a class and issue
the results to all candidates in that class.
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Drawing the graph or bar chart

• When the practical work is complete, each
candidate must produce an individual graph or
bar chart of the results on their own,

• Computer-generated graphs are acceptable,
but must be produced individually by the
candidate in the laboratory while the practical
session is taking place.

• Candidates are not allowed to take tables and
graphs out of the class or home for further
improvement
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Labelling the axes

As with tables, candidates should be encouraged
to write complete labels, e.g.

• Mass of trolley, not just ‘mass’

• Area of solar cell exposed, not just ‘area’

There is no ‘error carried forward’ for missing
units from the table to the graph. This is because
they are completed at different times
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Marking the graph

Graphs may be marked at this stage, or could
wait until ISA has been taken

Graphs are given up to 4 marks
• 1: x axis correctly scaled and labelled

• 2: y axis correctly scaled and labelled

• 3: points plotted correctly to within ± 1mm

(allow 1 plotting error per 5 plots made)

• 4: suitable line drawn

N.B. At least 3 points must be plotted in order
to be able to draw a line
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Marking a bar chart

Bar charts may be marked at this stage, or
could wait until ISA has been taken

Bar charts are given up to 4 marks

– 1: x axis correctly labelled with bars of equal width

– 2: y axis correctly scaled and labelled

– 3: bars plotted correctly to within ± 1mm
(allow 1 plotting error per 5 plots made)

– 4: bars labelled correctly on bar chart
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Bar charts or line graphs
• A bar chart should be used if the independent variable is

categoric

• A line graph should be used if the independent variable is
continuous

• If either of the variables is discrete, either a line graph or a
bar chart may be used

• If the candidate chooses the wrong type, they cannot gain
the “x-axis” mark

• Usually a line of best fit will be the most appropriate.
Remember that a line of best fit may be a curve!

• If no line is possible because there is no correlation, the
candidate must say so on the graph in order to gain the
4th mark.

• Axes may be reversed with no penalty
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Stage 3

Candidates take the ISA test
• This is under controlled conditions, not exam

conditions, i.e. it can be in normal teaching room

• No communication allowed

• Mobile phones not allowed

• Posters etc. referring to variables etc. must be taken
down or covered over

• 45 minutes allowed, but usual access arrangements
rules apply, e.g. scribe, extra time. Centres should
apply before ISA is taken
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Stage 3

Candidates must hand in the ISA, together with:

•their own table (the one the teacher marked
first)

•class/group table (if one has been issued)

•their own graph/bar chart

N.B. even if group/class results have been
issued, the candidate’s own table must be
attached
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Marking the ISA
• Mark in red ink, using a tick or a cross for

every mark - no half marks

• Put sub-totals (including zeros)in the margin

• Put separate marks for the table & graph in
the margin at the end of Section 1

• Annotate where necessary (use the ‘D’ for
doubt where appropriate)

• Annotate the mark guidance if necessary,
and include with moderation sample
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General points
• All work is done under the direct

supervision of the teacher – candidates are
not allowed to take work home

• Completed operational ISAs must never be
returned to candidates

• Use the updated exemplar ISAs for practice
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Internal Standardisation

• It is a requirement that, if more than one
teacher at a centre is responsible for marking
the CAU, internal standardisation must take
place

• You may use the materials provided at this
meeting for this purpose

• It is also a good idea to cross check some of
the marking between teachers
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Centre Assessed Unit
Overall Grade Boundaries for 2009

(out of 40 marks)

A* 36 marks D 22 marks

A 34 marks E 18 marks

B 30 marks F 14 marks

C 26 marks G 10 marks
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Moderation of the CAU

• Moderation takes place once per year

• Submit the entry code for a CAU by February
21st

• CMFs to arrive at AQA/moderator by 7th May

• You will receive one set of CMFs for each
subject, even though you are only required to
send one sample covering all subjects
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What to send to the moderator

• 20 candidates or fewer at the centre –
send CMF + all work to moderator by 7th May

• More than 20 candidates in total at the centre,
only send CMF(s)

• On each subject’s CMF, circle the candidate with
the highest CAU mark and the lowest CAU mark



14

Version 1.0 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

How to help your moderator
• Check that you have enclosed:

– A signed Centre Declaration Sheet

– The appropriate ISA Explanation Sheets

– The work of all the required candidates, comprising:

• Candidate Record Form, signed by teacher and
candidate

• ISA test paper

• Tables

• Graphs/charts

• Check that you have added the PSA mark to
the ISA mark correctly
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Rank Order Lists

We are not insisting on Rank Order Lists this
year, but they are still very helpful.

If you do supply such a list, it is even more
helpful if it shows the ISA code for each
candidate
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Shelf Life of ISAs

• ISAs have a shelf-life of 2 years

• ISAs should be completed and marked within
the validity period of 2 years, but marks may
be submitted for moderation for one further
year. The work must be kept secure for the
entire period.

• BUT – if submitted for moderation within this
time, that particular CAU mark for that
candidate can be used for the life of the
specification



15

Version 1.0 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

What Moderators do
• Moderators check the sample of ISAs to ensure that

centres have been fair and reasonable in the application
of the Mark Guidance

• There is a tolerance of ± 2 out of the 34 marks. If one or
more of the candidates in the sample exceeds this
tolerance, a centre’s marks may be adjusted

• After the publication of results, the centre will receive a
feedback from AQA – this single feedback form will cover
all subjects entered, as an ISA may be used for more
than one subject.
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Entry Codes for CAU
When submitting an entry for the CAU, you
must attach an ISA to a particular subject.

This is done by using the appropriate code:

Science - SCYC

Additional Science - ASCC

Biology - BLYC

Chemistry - CHYC

Physics - PHYC
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